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Legend has it that the unit ‘barn’ was established in 1942 by physicists M.G. Holloway and C.P. Baker while they
were having dinner at the Purdue Memorial Union. They came up with the name because 10-24cmz2 is "as big as
a barn" for a nuclear reaction process. Professor Alex Sesonske (School Head, 1966-1973) taught in his class
that the term came from the common Midwest expression, “someone was such a bad shot at hunting that they
couldn't hit the broad side of a barn,” implying that the probability of neutrons passing through nuclei to cause
fission is so rare, their aim could be equated to that of bad hunters. Hope you enjoy the news. Boiler up!

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD

Dear Friends & Family of Nuclear Engineering,
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I'm thrilled to share some exciting updates from the School of Nuclear Engineering. Over the past few
months, we've made significant strides in research, contributed to groundbreaking innovation, and held
influential programs to further nuclear energy education and development in the community. Our students
and faculty have achieved remarkable success, with several receiving prestigious awards. Additionally,
our alumni continue to shape our School and community with their leadership, public service, and
technical achievements in nuclear engineering.

As we reflect on these accomplishments, I'm confident that the upcoming months hold even greater
promise, with new opportunities for collaboration, innovation, and continued excellence on the horizon.

Warm Regards and Boiler Up!
Seungjin Kim
Capt. James F. McCarthy, Jr. and Cheryl E. McCarthy

Head of the School of Nuclear Engineering
Purdue University
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Click here to visit the school website.
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Celebrating Black History Month!

.Read more of Bill Jefferson's story
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Read more about the First Digital-Twin Research
.Reactor
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.Read about Geri Richmond’s Visit
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UsS. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

.Read about the U.S. NRC’s Visit
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Read more about Dr. Han Gyu Joo_ and
.previous ONE Award recipients

.Read Nuclear Newswire’s article

.Read full article
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Read more about the School of Nuclear
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School of Nuclear Engineering
363 North Grant Drive
West Lafayette, IN, 47907
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